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Transnational Feminist Praxis
“an intersectional set of understandings, tools, and 
practices that can: 

(a) attend to racialized, classed, masculinized, and 
heteronormative logics and practices of globalization 
and capitalist patriarchies, and the multiple ways in 
which they (re)structure colonial and neocolonial 
relations of domination and subordination; 

(b) grapple with the complex and contradictory ways 
in which these processes both inform and are shaped 
by a range of subjectivities and understandings of 
individual and collective agency, and 

(c) interweave critiques, actions, and self-reflexivity 
so as to resist a priori predictions of what might 
constitute feminist politics in a given place and time” 

Amanda Lock Swarr & Richa Nagar (2010)



A few keywords:
 homogenous, Eurocentrism, Third World Woman, 
colonization, universalism, Western,  transnational, 
nationalism, mestizaje, coalition, diaspora, identity markers



DiaspoRican Feminista
Yo no nací en Puerto Rico, 

Puerto Rico nació en mi

**

I wasn’t born in Puerto Rico,

Puerto Rico was born in me

.**

“Ode to the Diasporican”

Mariposa



Chandra Talpade Mohanty’s
“Under Western Eyes” (1986)

 Critique of Eurocentrism in Western Feminism

 Woman and women as discursive colonization
The assumption of women as an already constituted, coherent 
group with identical interests and desires, regardless of class, 
ethnic, or racial location, or contradictions implies a notion of 
gender or sexual difference or even patriarchy that can be 
applied universally and cross-culturally (21). 

 Reductive and homogeneous “Third World Difference”

 Ethnocentric universalism produced in discourse



Carmen Lugo-Lugo’s 
“So You Are a Mestiza” (2008)

 Purpose: “questioning the meanings assigned to the categories 
as well as the way they are being employed and deployed in 
academic settings, especially by those using labels as markers” 
(612).

 Racial and Ethnic Clumping: “process(es) by which mainstream 
culture (or an aspect of mainstream culture) groups together 
people from different backgrounds, erasing (purposely or not) 
their differences, identifying and isolating them and, thus, 
rendering them as a particular homogenized ‘other’” (613).

 Universalism based on Numbers: “it would be unmerited to 
justify the ways in which the experiences of Chicanas(os) are used 
to explain the experiences of other Latinos(as) by using sheer 
numbers…” (618).



Mestizaje in Institute of 
Puerto Rican Culture (1955)



“El opresor”
“The Oppressor”

“GRANDE”: trillonario.
comelón de los hígados
y de toda la carne
de sus “mulos”

“BIG”: trillionaire
devourer of the kidneys
and of all the meat
of its “donkeys”



Coalition Building in 
Third World Women Alliance

 Self-determination of Third 
World peoples against 
colonization

 Nationalisms become 
transnational in terms of the 
solidarity networks they rely on

 Features work on gendered 
struggles around sexuality and 
reproductive justice, and 
liberation across multiple 
subject positions.



Quick Question! 
Who issued this critique?

Throughout her analysis of the working of oppression, Frye 
includes reference to (and seeks to acknowledge) 
differences among women (of race, class, and sexuality), yet 
reverts to statements about women as a general group and 
to analyses of gender processes as not only homogenized 
but also isolatable from other factors and processes. 

A) Andrea Smith      B) Patricia Hill Collins      C) Vivian May



Transnational 
Networks of Solidarity

Questions to consider in Discussion 
Sections:

1. What networks of solidarity 
were presented in the 
documentary Made In LA? 

2. How can you apply the analysis 
provided by Mohanty to Lila 
Abu-Lughod’s “Do Muslim 
Women Really Need Saving?

3. What kind of transnationalism 
can you trace in your own life? 


